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The Tallahassee Florida Stake will be blessed to
receive a full schedule of General Conference broadcasts
on April 3 and 4. There will be audio and visual
reception, direct from satellite, in Tallahassee and
Valdosta only. The satellite receiving equipment will be
rented from President Dan Brough's company, Total
Video Systems, of Bainbridge, Georgia. Large &4'x4'
screens will aid congregation veiwing. It is anticipated
that there will be no local commercial television
coverage of any kind for this conference.

The schedule is as follows:

Saturday, April 3

9:00 am  Welfare Service Committee
12:00 pm  General Session

4:00 pm  General Session

9:00 pm  Priesthood Session

Sunday, April 4

12:00 pm
4:00 pm

General Session
General Session

All priesthood holders, ages |2 and older, are
especially encouraged to attend the 9:00 pm session on
Saturday.

There will not be any Sacrament Meetings
throughout the Stake on Sunday, April 4. All Saints
attending these broadcasts are reminded that they will
be sitting in the chapel and should observe the dress
standards and remain reverent.

This General Conference will be a special
opportunity to receive the counsel of the Lord through
His Prophet, counselors, the Twelve Apostles, and
members of the First Quorum of the Seventy. This will
be especially enjoyable in the company of the Saints in
the House of the Lord.

CELEBRATION
of
SISTERHOOD

by Linda Campora
Stake Relief Society President

"We have given a lot of tribute and honor to the
women of the past, but we feel women of today are
magnificent and they need to be recognized," said
Barbara Smith, General Relief Society President.

A series of events, sponsored jointly by the Primary,
Young Women, and Relief Society, took place during
March throughout the Church worldwide to honor
Latter-Day Saint women, featuring outstanding talents
and accomplishments.

The Tallahassee Stake Relief Society is hosting an
Honors Banquet on March 27 with the theme
"Celebration of Sisterhood," and will honor young women
12-18 who have achieved the highest award in the
Personal Progress Program and local women who live and
serve in the community in the Tallahassee Stake. The
program will include a video cassette called "Women of
the Kingdom," highlighting outstanding women of the
past, pioneering medicine, music, and the first woman in
the United States to vote, Sarah Young, grand-niece of
Brigham Young.

The highlight of the activities will be a Women's
Meeting following the banquet. This will be held in
Temple Square, presided over by President Kimball, and
broadcast via satellite in order for the proceedings to be
viewed live. This will be viewed in the Stake Center
chapel at 8:00 p.m.

The Relief Society also celebrated the [40th
anniversary of its founding with the public opening of
the Sarah M. Kimball home on March |l in Nauvoo,
Illinois. This home was the place where a group of
women met March |1, 1842 to organize a ladies' society
to further the work of the Church.

The purpose of the "Celebration of Sisterhood" is to
strengthen our Latter-Day Saint women. In spotlighting
women of the past and present, it is hoped all women
will build within themselves a great sense of pride in
their heritage and in the accomplishments on women
today. A woman's opportunities for growth are limitless.
The responsibility of achieving growth is our own.

Elaine Cannon, General President of the Young
Women, said, "Perhaps one of the good things to come
out of the women's rights movement has been the
intellectual awakening that has come to women
themselves. This awakening has been an excuse to
consider what it means to be human as well as be
female. For a woman to consider blessings and
responsibilities, realities and unchangeables, frameworks
and possibilities, is to open a door to fuller living."
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by Charles H. Madsen, Jr.
First Counselor

The apostle Paul, in a letter written to Timothy, a
long-time companion in the ministry and first bishop of
the church in Ephesus, declared there to be "...one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in
due time." (I Tim. 2:15)

We, as your Stake Presidency, desire to testify of
Christ Jesus and the reality of the atonement he
wrought in our behalf.

The Lord, in anticipation of the magnitude and
bitterness of the task for which He had been
foreordained and for which He had prepared during His
earthly sojourn "...began to be sore amazed, and to be
very heavy; and saith unto them (Peter, James, and
John), 'My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death..." At
the brink of an experience which forebode an
incomprehensible amount of pain, anguish, and darkness,
He, who knew no sin, nor had ever tasted its gall,
implored, "Father,...take away this cup from me." We
declare that he did not shrink from His appointed
mission and in that small garden, known as Gethsemane,
atoned for the sins of all mankind.

We further testify that after having been cruelly
scourged and crucified, the Saviour completed His
perfect work, bearing the burden of Gethsemane once
again upon the cross. The despair of His solitude during
those awful moments is evidenced by His pitiful cry,
"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Mark
15:34), thus indicating that though he faced the task
without the presence and sustaining power of the Father,
He shrank not from His duty and completed His work
alone. Having concluded His preparations unto the
children of men, the great God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Moses, declared, "It is finished," and voluntarily died of
a broken heart.

Three days later, in a garden tomb, He gloriously
defeated the grave through the sacrifice of the
resurrection. The angels declared the glorious news, "He
is not here, but is risen..." (Luke 24:%)

Brothers and sisters, let us render due benevolence
to He who made possible our immortality and eternal
life by offering up our sacrifice of a broken heart and
contrite spirit. We testify that He who bled on Calvary
is the very Living God, Jesus Christ, who guides and
directs this church today, in His Holy name. Amen.
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Quilting A World
Together

Missionary work has played an important role in the
lives of Elder Paul Hunt and Sister Irma Hunt.

Elder Hunt, as a young man, served a mission from
July 7, 1930 to March 3, 1933 in the Central States
Mission with headquarters in Independence, Missouri.
They have three sons and one daughter. The sons have
all filled two-year missions.

The Hunts were called on a mission and served for
18 months from November 1976 to June 1978 in the
Canada Winnepeg Mission. It was there that they
introduced the hand-painted quilting program.

In 1980, Elder and Sister Hunt again accepted a
mission call, this time to the Florida Tallahassee
Mission. President Curtis assigned them to labor in the

Elder and Sister Hunt

Madison area and later encouraged them to use the same
quilting program they used in Canada as a missionary
tool to break down prejudice and to establish friendly
relationships with the people. They visited the editors
of the two newspapers in Madison, who were friendly
and cooperative and were happy to publish any
announcements they had to make.

The Hunts provided the necessary materials for
making the quilts and used transfer patterns to make
designs on the individual quilting blocks. Each class
member then used liquid embroidery paints to color
enough squares to make her own quilt. The quilting
theme was "Families are Forever," which is painted on
the centermost quilt block.

Quilting classes were held in Madison, Perry,
Monticello, and Quitman. Most Christian faiths in each
community were represented, and non-members numbered
as much as ten times the members in attendance. The
quilting classes were opened and closed with prayer, and
a spiritual thought given which ties in with the theme
that families can be eternal. Mormon Tabernacle Choir
music was played in the background. Many people were
so excited about the classes that they arrived early and
stayed late, and even offerred to pay the Hunts for
their service. Some of the members of the other
churches took patterns to begin a quilting class with
other members of their own congregation.

Sister Hunt mentioned the feelings of Jule Walker, a
member of a Baptist Church in the Madison area: "Every
church was represented in the quilting classes. The
pillars of the Baptist Church attended. The Lord doesn't
expect us to be a little group here and there; He
expects us to be one. You people are the only ones
who have brought all these churches together, to work
together and have fun together. This is what the Lord
expects us to do, to be all together. You are the only
people who have brought all of Madison to one church
house."

In the Quitman area, a Mr. Hunter said that the
quilting project had given his wife something special to
work with and that she had attained a better self image.

Tallahassee Mission President, Joseph F. Horne, and
his counselor, Dale Dransfield, were instrumental in
extending the program to Monticello, Quitman, and Perry
by giving both moral and financial support. Elders
Harlan and Mohr, who are stationed in Perry, worked
closely with the Hunts in the painting classes and the
quilting in that area. In Quitman, Elder and Sister
Hartman, a missionary couple working in the Branch, are
assisting the Hunts in the quilting program in that area.
The Hartmans have had much of the responsibility of the
proselyting and follow-up given to them. Likewise,
Sisters Gillen and King in Madison have delivered Books
of Mormon and taught discussions to the non-members
who attended the classes.

From the Hunts dedicated efforts, more than 150
copies of the Book of Mormon have been or will be
placed in the homes of class members who are not
members of the Church and have expressed a desire to
have one. Many people are being taught the discussions.
The Church image has greatly improved in these areas,
thanks to the Hunts.
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Stake Conference Summary

by Dianne Hale

"The greatest and grandest duty of all is to labor
for the dead." (Joseph Fielding Smith). Genealogy was
the theme of the Stake Conference Saturday session.
The importance and the great blessings of genealogy and
of the temple were stressed during the two-hour session.

The meeting was opened by the David Schrader
family. The conference attendees were treated to two
inspiring songs concerning the eternal nature of families.

The first speaker, President Robert Millet, explained
that the priesthood was, indeed, revealed by the hands
of Elijah. Elijah ushered in the dispensation of the
fullness of times when he appeared to Joseph Smith at
the Kirtland Temple in Ohio. Elijah was the last
prophet to hold the keys to administer in all ordinances.
The keys of the priesthood were bestowed upon Joseph
Smith that we might have the fullness of the
Melchizedek Priesthood and one day become kings and
queens; heirs to Celestial glory. President Millet
stressed that the fullness could not be received outside
the temple.

Four members of the stake then expressed their
feelings on the temple and genealogy work. Sister Sandy
Taylor spoke of the many blessings families receive by a
visit to the temple. Brother Gil Paige talked of the
great love and respect he felt for his ancestors. He
shared some inspiring stories of the struggles his Jewish
ancestors encountered. A beautiful story was shared by
Sister Mae Dollar illustrating why we love our ancestors.
She told of the great love she felt for her grandmother
and of how special she still is to her. Finally, Brother
Richard Anderson gave an informative talk on family
organization. He explained that through gathering family
members into an organization to work together to
research ancestry, genealogy work will be accomplished
more effectively.

The final speaker for the Saturday session was our
visiting General Authority, Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin, a
member of the First Quorum of the Seventy. Elder
Wirthlin first stated the three major goals of the church,
as revealed by President Spencer W. Kimball: 1)
Missionary work- sharing the gospel; 2) Genealogy -
redeeming the dead; 3) Perfecting the saints.

Elder Wirthlin expressed the importance of working
toward all three goals and stressed genealogy work.
Elder Wirthlin stated, "We have the fullness, the
authority, the keys of the kingdom." He stressed the
importance of temple work as he proudly announced that
by 1984, 37 temples will be in operation.

"I Am a Child of God," sung by the Primary chorus,
sounded throughout the chapel at the beginning of the
Sunday morning conference session. The primary chorus,
directed by Sister Settles, provided a perfect start to an
inspiring and informative meeting.

After a unanimous sustaining of the Church leaders,
conducted by President Robert Millet, Stake President
Richard Chapple emphasized the importance of
perspective in our lives. He pointed out the tendency to
focus too much "on the moment." When perspective is
lost, it is so easy to forget who we are. President
Chapple presented some helpful remedies to keep
perspective: |) Gain an appreciation of our ancestors; 2)
Remember our feelings and commitment at baptism; 3)
Reflect on the temple - remember those feelings and
desires; 4) Pray better and gain an appreciation that we
do have a loving Heavenly Father who has provided a
way for us to return to Him; 5) Remember and reflect
upon an answered prayer - remember what it is like to
be taught with the Spirit; 6) Obtain, read, and reread
our Patriarchal Blessing; and, 7) read and appreciate the
scriptures.

In closing, President Chapple said that contact with
the Lord on a daily basis will make us better people.

Brother Marty Guris spoke on how he was preparing
for a mission by loving the Lord. He emphasized
planning and stressed the importance of preparation.
Preparation is learning and trying to live the gospel.
Preparing for a mission is preparing for life.

Sister Debbie Fordham talked on the topic of
testimony. She quoted from Psalms |19, "Blessed are
they that seek a testimony." Fasting, studying the

scriptures, service for others, prayer, and temple work
are all ways of strengthening one's testimony. The
stronger one's testimony, the greater strength one has
against temptation.

Brother Curtis Sanders, a newly baptized member,
shared what joining the church has meant to him by
bearing his testimony.

An enthusiastic talk was given by President Charles
Madsen on preparation time. President Madsen asked:
"Wouldn't it be interesting to put ourselves on a spiritual
stress test?" Just as our bodies can't function without
proper food and preparation, neither can our spirits. He
illustrated the importance of preparation through the
parable of the ten virgins. Preparation doesn't come in
a vision, but comes slowly, deliberately, day by day,
moment by moment, drop by drop. Just as the lamps of
the five wise virgins who had prepared for the return of
the bridegroom were filled, we too can fill our lamps
drop by drop if we live righteously. Sin knocks a hole
in our lamp. He pointed out that change does not
matter. Real progress, spiritual progress, is important.
Ignorance and sin keep us from our progress.

President Joseph Horne, president of the Florida
Tallahassee Mission, spoke next on saving the living. He
first asked the full-time missionaries, all 34 of them, to
stand. Then he asked all converts to the church to
stand; the majority of those in the chapel stood.
President Horne stressed that the greatest gift was the
gift of the gospel of Jesus Christ. He closed with a
quote from D&C 80, "Behold, | send you out to testify."

Testimonies were then given by Bishop Stanley
McWhorter and Sister Wirthlin. Sister Wirthlin, a mother
of eight and grandmother of 30, read a letter written by
her great-grandmother to her great-grandfather about the
Prophet Joseph Smith. She expressed sincere gratitude
that her ancestors had passed along their testimony of
this great prophet to her family.

The final speaker was Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin. He
began by commending the children of the stake. He
expressed his hope that we would always remember Jesus
Christ and our Heavenly Father. Elder Wirthlin read a
quote from a California minister who was looking at the
reasons for the tremendous growth of the Mormon
Church. The minister pointed out: 1) The genuine love
and concern showed by the Mormons as illustrated in the
taking care of their people; 2) The visiting teaching and
home teaching programs which no other church has; 3)
The programs that Mormons provide for their young
people; 4) That Mormons believe in divine revelation.
He next quoted a Catholic cardinal who, amazed at the
progress of the Church, commented to one of the
apostles that he admired two things the church had:
tithing and the missionary system. When asked why the
Catholic Church didn't have them, the Cardinal replied,
"Our people will not pay tithes or do missionary work."

Elder Wirthlin then admonished us to know the
Prophet better and to strengthen our testimonies through
this. It pays for us to teach and preach the gospel and
to be good examples. "The influence of the gospel will
dispel the darkness in our lives and cast light into the
lives of others." Performance is what counts, and to do
less than our best is to be dishonest. The key, Elder
Wirthlin expressed, is to live outside ourselves...to love
one another.

To illustrate that we can become perfect in many
ways, Elder Wirthlin cited an example of a branch in the
Caribbean that had a record of 100% on home teaching,
visiting teaching, tithing, and attendence! He stressed
the importance of family home evening, scripture study,
tithing, attendance of meetings, and loving one's spouse
and children. In closing, Elder Wirthlin expressed a hope
that the Savior would exclaim when we meet again,
"Well done, thou good and faithful servant."

Young Women

Any young women, |6 years of
age, desiring to be presented at the
Gold and Green Ball, should contact
Sister Green at (904) 893-3043
immediately.
























