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Stake Conference Scheduled

The semi-annual stake conference of the Tallahassee Florida
Stake will be held February 21-22 with Regional Representative
Elder James O. Mason presiding. Mecting times are as follows:

Saturday, February 21

4:00 p.m. Pricsthood lecadership for all stake, ward and branch
pricsthood exccutive committees. Theme:
"An Invitation to Come Back"

6:00 p.m. Adult session for all members 18 years and older.
Theme:  "Obtaining a Sure Witness of the
Truth of the Gospel through the Book of
Mormon"

Sunday, February 22
10:00 a.m.

General Session for all members of the stake and
gucsts

10:00 a.m.  Primary for children ages 3-6

Regional Conference to be held March 14-15

A regional conference is scheduled in Jacksonville with a
mecting for pricsthood leaders on Saturday, March 14, and a
general session for all members and their guests Sunday, March
15. Among the speakers will be Gordon B. Hinckley of the
First Presidency, Marvin J. Ashton of the Quorum of the
Twelve, and Hartmon Rector, Jr. of the First Quorum of

Seventy. Meeting times will be announced. No local
Church meetings will be held in our Stake Sunday,
March 15. &

First Stake Mission Presidency Called

President Ezra T. Benson, by disbanding all Stake
Scventies Quorums, changed the missionary organization church-
wide during the General Conference of October 1986. Secventics
now cxist on the general level of the Church only. President
Paul Nicholson, in affirming his top priority as missionary
work, has called Charles H. Madsen, Jr. as Stake Mission
President  with  J.N. Lybbert as First Counselor, Winfield
Broadhurst as Seccond Counsclor and Marvin Goldstein as
Exccutive Sccretary. President Nicholson has charged the Stake
Mission Presidency to coordinate the missionary program
throughout the stake. New ward and branch mission leaders,
who are also stake missionarics, have been called or recalled in
every unit.

A great excitement and enthusiasm is growing within the
stake concerning missionary  activity. President  Kimball
indicated that missionary efforts are the lifeblood of the Church.
As a result, the new stake mission presidency is stressing a
simple program based upon dircction from the stake presidency.

L to R: Charles 11. Madsen, Jr., Jay Lybbert, Winfield
Broadhurst, Marvin Goldstein

Each member is to pray specifically about an individual or
family, and when moved upon by the Spirit, invile them into
their home for discussions taught by the full-time missionarics.
President Madsen said, "There is a spirit of involvement
motivated by a love for our Hecavenly Father's children in our
arca. No other church scrvice receives the blessings promised
for sharing the Gospcl. No one nced feel guilty or upsel; we
merely pray, invite, and love. Wec do not know whom the Lord
has prepared and we must be rcady to act when moved upon by
the Spirit."

President Charles H. Madsen, Jr. was born in Price, Utah
and lived there until his mission to Denmark in 1953. He
attended The College of Eastern Utah, Brigham Young
University and took his advanced degree in psychology at the
University of Illinois. He taught at the University of Illinois,
moving to Tallahassee in 1967 to accept a position at Florida
State  University. He is the founder and president of
Psychological and Family Consultants, a comprchensive mental
health clinic.

He met and married the former Dianc Broadbent of Price,
Utah following his mission. They have six children and two
grandchildren.  Prior to his present calling, he served as Elders
Quorum president, cxcculive sccretary o a branch president,
Young Men president (in three dilferent units), branch president,
high councilor, and as first counsclor in a stake presidency.

President Jay N. Lybbert, a native of Cardston, Alberta,
Canada has lived in Florida since 1958 and moved to
Tallahassce from Miami in 1961. He has taught political
science at Tallahassce Community College since the college
first opened in 1966.

While in Miami, President Lybbert served as the District
Mission President and later served on the Miami High Council.
In Tallahassce, among other assignments, he served as the
branch president on two different occasions, the Tallahassee
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Stake
Presidency
Message

by Paul Nicholson
Stake President

REACH OUT
TO OTHERS '
The purpose of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is that men and
wonien may have joy in this life and in eternity to come. It is
designed to help people who want to be helped, and who want
to help others. There can be no exaltation in the Celestial
Kingdom of our Father in Hcaven unless we try to make a
sincere cffort to bring others with us.

You and I have a primary responsibility for oursclves and
our families. This involves not only teaching them the Gospel,
and being the proper cxample, but taking them to the temple to
be scaled for time and all clernity.

You and I have a sccond responsibility to help our
ncighbors, to help those pcople we come in contact with who
nced our encouragement, our knowledge, our talent, our love,
our understanding, our testimony, and our time. The Lord has
placed these people in our midst for our benefit as well as
theirs. The Saviour has provided us with the weak, the hungry,
the naked, the sick, the frightened, the loncly and the
rebellious.  He has placed them among our friends, our relatives
and those we work and play with. There are times when each
and cvery one of us falls into one of these catcgorics and nceds
somcone to rcach out to us. This may happen even when we
have been faithful because the Lord will try us and chastisc us.

Missionary activity, fcllowshipping, home and visiting
tcaching and activation arc inspired Church programs that arc
designed to help cach of us cxtend the Saviour's love to others.
There is no end to people who need our help. The Lord, as He
always docs, has provided us with an abundance of pcople in
nced of temporal and spiritual help. Our challenge is not to
turn our backs on them, but to scarch them out, and help in the
way we can.

When we keep this, the sccond great commandment, to
"love thy necighbour as thyself", and accept the assignment to
prcach, fcllowship, home teach, and try to activatc we have
kept the most important commandment of all--to "love the Lord
thy God with all thy hcart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind." It is thosc who do these things that will be put on
His right hand with the rest of His sheep, and hear His words
recorded in the 25th Chapter of Matthew--"Inasmuch as yc have
done it unto onc of the lecast of my brethren ye have done it
unto me." &

"If we're not sharing the gospel, we're not living it."

Elder Neal A. Maxwell

Media Campaign

by Charles H. Madsen, Jr.
Stake Mission President

We as a stake arc cxtremely pleased to be a part of a
program to help individuals who arec not members of our Church
to know and understand some of the beliefs of the Church. Each
ward and branch is in the process of becoming oriented to this
cffort and being given the opportunity to share the gospel with
others.  President Hartmon Rector, Jr. of the First Quorum of
Scventy and a counsclor in our Area Presidency, came to the
region on Friday, January 23 and spokec to pricsthood and
auxiliary leaders. Brother Hill of the General Missionary
Committee was also in attendence and gave instruction.

The Church is preparing media ads which will be in our
local magazines and on the radio from February 15 to March 22
to tell individuals about the Church. The public will be able to
order a free cassctte, "Our Heavenly Father's Plan,” and reccive a
visit from missionarics if they so desire. Members  are
encouraged to pray and find who in our circle of [ricnds,
acquaintances, and relatives, the Lord has designated to hear the
restored Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The self-referral and member
referral — aspects  of  this  campaign  will  be  conducted
simultancously and will involve complete cooperation belween
the Stake Mission and the Full-time Mission.  This is a
glorious opportunity to be involved in the cfforts of the Lord to
strengthen the Church in our arca.

The love we should feel for our brothers and sislers can be
extended as we share within our homes the precious Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Love drives out fear and the blessings arc great.
"Remember the worth of souls is great in the sight of God; For,
behold, the Lord your Redeemer suffered death in the flesh;
wherefore he suffered the pain of all men, that all men might
repent and come unto him. . . . And how great is his joy in the
soul that repenteth! . . . And if it so be that you should labor
all your days in crying rcpentence unto this people, and bring,
save it be onc soul unto me, how great shall be your joy with
him in the kingdom of my Father! . . . if your joy will be great
with one soul that you have brought unto me into the kingdom
of my Father, how great will be your joy if you should bring
many souls unto me!" (D&C 18:10-16). &
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CFoster Care

by Gail Roberts
Agency Representative for LDS Social Services

Our Stake has received an assignment from the Region to
identify several warm and loving foster families. Foster
familics nurture and love children and unwed mothers who are
temporarily uprooted from their homes.

The opportunity to love and foster a child in need is a
wonderful, Christlike experience.  Heavenly Father is well-
pleased when we comfort those in neced, and we find happiness
when we reach out and love those that are in need.

The following facts are included for your interest in hopecs
that several myths concerning foster care may be corrected.

After foster families are licensed:

« they have a choice in the age and sex of the children as well
as the types of problems they're willing to work with

« they may say no to accepting a specific child if it is a bad

time for the foster family to have another person in their
home

 there is financial aid available for the foster child

e an unwed mother would stay approximately 6 months but
other children generally stay for short periods of time (4
weeks on the average)

* if problems arisc you may ask for the child to be moved to
another foster home

A family identificd by a Bishop or Branch President
interviews with an agency representative from LDS  Social
Services.  The agency representative licenses the family for
foster care. The entire licensing process takes about 3 hours.
If you have questions contact Carolyn Broadhurst (Tallahassce
III) at (904) 668-2227. If you arc interested in becoming
licensed, spcak with your Bishop or Branch President. @

New Members

We welcome the following converts who were baptized in our
stake during July through December 1986:

Bainbridge: Marion Canion, Jon Childrce, Annctic and
Herbert Cooper, Cale and Kathy Harris, Letha Herring, Dorothy
McCray, Janct and Mella Sampson, James Sharpe, Stacy
Tomberlin, Daisy Warren

Cairo: Betty, Laytonya, and Patricia Edwards; George,
Michacel, and Maxine Herring

Crawfordville: Kecith Carroll, Roy Tompkins, Paul Young
Monticello: Aleene Adams, Thomas Ward
Moultrie: Laura and Picrre DeJong, Charles Scarcy

Quincy: Hattiec, LaQuinta, William, William Jr., and
Yurakedesha Demous; Toretha Harrison, Joe and Joretha
Williams, Inor Young

Tallahassce 1I: Sheila  Alexander, Holly Bond, Benjamin
Bonnell, John Clark, Antonio and Martha Fierro, Daniel
French, Valerie George, Helena Hamby, William Henning, Virak
Lanh, Jennifer Lopez, Carolyn Potter, Mary Smith, Erika
Spilling, Kara Urquhart, Kelly Wagers, Terrance Wiggins,
Melissa Wilkerson

Tallahassce II: Donald, Heidi and Nicole Hengstabeck;
Felicia and Joseph Oguntoye; Tammy Roberts; Doris, Jeffery,
Robert, and Steven Williamson; Pamela Zimmerman

Tallahassce III: Gordon Adams, Gary and Jecana Bembry,
Christian Bergman, Jennifer Blow, Todd Horton, Kevin and
Victoria  Kirkbridge, Katherine Kramer, Betty Maxwell,
Adewunmi Memuduaghan, Bryan and Jeffrey McLendon, George
Nelson, Felicia and Iburn Orenuga

Thomasville: Melissa Barnes; Adolphus Burney; Amber
Bush; Christopher, Craig, Dwayne, and Steven Chin Quec;
JoAnn Miles; Lynval and Ursula Samuels &

by Kenneth Rudd
Bishop, Quincy Ward

Bishop's Corner

OUR FIRST INTEREST AS A CHURCH

The Lord's Church is and always has been a missionary
church. The Lord himself revealed to Adam the gospel plan:
"And thus the gospel began to be preached from the
beginning." (Moses 5:58)  The Apostle Paul was a great
missionary. After his conversion he spent the remainder of his
life preaching the gospel, enduring many trials along the way.

In this dispensation, missionary work began again with the
restoration of the gospel. The Lord told the Prophet Joscph
Smith: "Proclaim my gospel from land to land and from city to
city...  Bear testimony in every place, unto cvery pcople”.
(D&C 66:5,7) D&C 133:37 says, "And this gospel shall be
prcached unto cvery nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people."  President Spencer W. Kimball has told us that many
wonderful inventions will come forth to further the missionary
work, and we arc sccing this now with incrcased usc of
television and other media.  President Kimball also said, "The
Lord has said that when you have been warned you should warn
your neighbor. Now that comes as a command to all of us. It
isn't left to our discretion and pleasure. Every member should
have a determination that he will take the gospel to others. If
he does not, he must consider that he is not in total favor of
his Heavenly Father because he has commanded us to do so."
Missionary work is so important that President Ezra Taft
Benson once stated, "This is our first intcrest as a Church -- to
share and exalt the souls of the children of men." It is
necessary for all the pcople of the world to have the
opportunity to hear the gospel.

As members we all have the responsibility to tcach the
gospel, and if we let it fill our lives with joy we will fcel the
love and compassion nccessary for us to want to sharc this
message with everyone. Our message is that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God and the Savior of mankind and it is our duty to
spread this message.

Our desire along with the help of our Heavenly Father will
help us to be effective in this cffort and will bring us much joy.
"If it so be that you should labor all your days in crying
repentance unto this people, and bring save it be onc soul unto
me, how great shall be your joy with him in the kingdom of m
Father. (D&C 18:15) &










































