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Patriarchs and Blessings

A CALLING AS A PATRIARCH

"And he gave sowe, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some evangelists." (Eph. 4-11)

"An evangelist is a patriarch," the Prophet
[Joseph Smith] said.  "Whenever the Church of Christ
is established in the earth, there should be a
patriarch for the benefit of the posterity of the
saints, as it was with Jacob in giving his patriarchal
blessing unto his sons." (Mormon Doctrine, p. 241)

Stake patriarchs are chosen according to the
revelation found in D&C 107:39.

"It is the duty of the Twelve, 1in all 1large
branches of the Church, to ordain evangelical
ministers, as they shall be designated unto them by
revelation."

When the stake president receives inspiration
that an individual should be called as patriarch, it
is discussed as a presidency with prayer and fasting.
When confirmation of their decision is received
through prayer, the individual is recommended to the
Council of the Twelve for approval. They, too, "must
study it out in [their] minds; then [they] must ask me
if it be right. . ." (D& 9:8). Upon approval, a
stake patriarch must be given at least three months to
spiritually prepare for his calling.

It is significant to note that this office in
the priesthood was 1listed right after apostles and
prophets (see Eph. 4:11). When under the inspiration
of their calling in the Church, evangelists, or
patriarchs, are prophets, for they know by personal
revelation that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and are
then in a position to gain other revelations,
including those which foretell future events and facts
regarding an individual's 1life revealed during a
patriarchal blessing.

Patriarchs are also high priests. Their special
assignment is to give patriarchal blessings to members
of the Church, but they can also perform any duty of a
high priest, seventy, elder, or holder of the Aaronic
Priesthood.

WHAT IS A PATRIARCHAL BLESSING

“The First Presidency (David 0. McKay, Stephen
L. Richards, J. Reuben Clark, Jr.), in a letter to all
stake presidents, dated June 28, 1957, gave the
fqllowing definition and explanation: 'Patriarchal
blessings contemplate an inspired declaration of the
lineage of the recipient, and also where so moved upon
by the Spirit, an inspired and prophetic statement of
the 1ife mission of the recipient, together with such
blessings, cautions, and admonitions as the patriarch
may be prompted to give for the accomplishment of such
life's mission, it being always made clear that the
realization of all promised blessings is conditioned
upon faithfulness to the gospel of our Lord, whose
servant the patriarch is. A1l such blessings are
recorded and generally only one such blessing should
be adequate for each person's life. The sacred nature
of the patriarchal blessing must of necessity urge all
patriarchs to most earnest solicitation of divine
guidance for their prophetic utterances and superior

Continued on Page 7

OUR NEW PATRIARCH

In his opening remarks
at the recent stake
conference, our newly called
stake patriarch said, "I have
had many callings in the
Church, as many of you know,
but this s the most awesome
calling I have ever had."

Lincoln Barlow was born
in Crossland, Georgia (near
Moultrie) while many of us
probably cheered him on from
our pre-mortal existence. He !
met his Tovely wife, Mildred (also a native of the
Moultrie area), on a blind date; they were married in
1939, joined the Church together in 1942 in Moultrie,
and were sealed in the Salt Lake Temple in 1947. The
Barlows have five 1living children -- 3 sons and 2
daughters -- and 26 grandchildren.

Most of us in the stake are acquainted with
Brother Barlow. For 41 years he has honorably carried
the title of "president." He was called as the first
branch president 1in Moultrie in 1944, and has also
served as branch president in Quitman and as a
counselor to 6 mission presidents and 2 stake
presidents, including President Chapple. After his
most recent release as Moultrie branch president in
June, he was called to teach the Valiant class in
Primary, a choice new experience for him.

Brother Barlow is small in stature but has an
2normous heart and a tremendous Tlove for the Savior
and all mankind. He insists he wasn't always this
way, however. Two things he determined to do many
years ago were to love everybody, as our Savior would,
and to be obedient. Those who know Brother Barlow can
testify that he has been successful in developing
these attributes.

Brother Barlow exprassed that as "president" in
various capacities, he always felt close enough to the
Savior to be able to handle anything. He said that
perhaps the most "awesome" thing about this calling is
the need for constant inspiration. He feels the Lord
gave him this calling to prompt him to '"get back" to

that close relationship.

But to Brother Barlow, faith without works is
dead. One step he has taken to improve this
relationship is in nis work at Riverside Manufacturing
Company (makers of industrial uniforms). One of his
duties there is to measure material. Over the years,
Brother Barlow has acquired the ability to approximate
the measurements with a high degree of accuracy.
Since being called as patriarch, he more heavily feels
the importance of honesty in all dealings and now
carefully measures each piece of fabric.

Sister Barlow, who has always been a supportive
wife, will serve as secretary to her husband in his
calling as patriarch.

The Barlows look forward to serving a temple
mission sometime after their retirement next year.
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Stake Presidency Message

by
W. Paul Nicholson
Second Counselor

Appreciate and Understand
the Sacrifice of the Savior

Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. He
came not to save just a few, but all that could be
saved of every nation and people. He is the God of
the dead as well as the living. Of these things the
scriptures very clearly testify. This is His church
and bears His name "The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints". How could that be stated any
clearer. "The Church" means the only Church that he
recognizes as His.

Stake conference was so refreshing, being
centered around the atonement of the Savior, and how
through this atonement, mercy and justice could be
satisfied and the laws of heaven not be bent even the
least bit for the forgiveness of our sins. The
opportunity to attend stake conference is a blessing
that should be taken advantage of. The talks, the
spirit, the opportunity to see old friends again was
something that should not be missed. I think everyone
went away having been uplifted in spirit and more
dedicated to 1living the gospel. I know that I
‘personally enjoyed it immensely.

Many comments were made after conference of the
need for more talks, more classes, more discussions
and more understanding of the Savior's death, the
atonement and the resurrection. It is because of
those sacrifices that salvation, eternal life, and
exaltation are possible for us. We have not, nor
could we ever have had the power or ability to do for
ourselves what the Savior did for us.

This great Church bears His name; we call
ourselves saints and christians. We have entered the
waters of baptism, a symbol of His death and
resurrection. Let us continue on by having a clear
understanding of what its importance is, not only to
take advantage of it ourselves, but so we can proclaim
it to all the world with confidence and zeal!

Genealogy Computer Falr

The Branch Genealogical Library will host a
Genealogical Computer Fair January 18, 1986 from 10
a.m. until 4 p.m. at the Tallahassee Stake Center.

It would be appreciated if those who are now
putting their genealogy on computer would share their
experience and knowledge with the library.

Please contact the genealogy library by mail at
P.0. Box 6687, Tallahassee, Florida 32301 or call
Sister Laura Byington at (904) 575-9104 between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m.

Young Women

by Teresa Bliss
Young Women Secretary

Girl's Camp -- Superchallenge 1985

We had an absolute blast at Girl's Camp this
year (August 13-16). There wasn't a single person who
attended Girl's Camp who did not come home without a
special experience and some certain insight gained in
their Tife.

There were many who attended Girl's Camp for the
first time, including me. And, being the newest
member of the stake Young Women presidency, I was
quite nervous about the whole affair. What an
adventure though, a real super challenge!

It all started on Tuesday morning, August 13 at
8:30 a.m. We enjoyed putting names with faces and
meeting each girl and each unit leader as they checked
in. We found there were a few older campers
(summiteers) and many new ones (yearlings). 3y Friday
morning many of the girls and their leaders met their
certification requirements only to have accomplished
another goal in their life with new dimension. Thanks
to Kati Walker (camp director), Dee Durrance, and
Dianne Poppell (camp counselors) this year was a great
success. MWe all experienced pure, clean FUN!

Tuesday night at 12:30 the scheming stake
leaders woke up all the girls and brought them through
a morbid, haunted house. We finally got to sleep by
2:30 a.m.! There was canoeing, swimming, hiking,
singing, cooking, eating . . . and speaking of
cooking, Wednesday each unit had to prepare and cook
their own meals - breakfast, 1lunch, and dinner. We
gave the award for this activity to Tallahassee II
which included Sister Karen Lunt and her Young Women.
They managed to start and maintain a fire in the rain,
and oh, how it rained!

From wake-up call through cabin inspection, to
lights out, we were busy learning and doing. Thanks
to Marty Guris and his canteen and the YMCA staff at
Camp Indian Springs, we weren't totally isolated from
civilization. e had plenty of good food (and junk
food) to eat.

Our camp was perhaps one of the most unique in
that it featured an official "prank committee."
Through this special committee the girls and the
leaders were able to safely play pranks —on one
another, because every prank had to be approved.
There was one episode, however, where the approvers
and the pranksters were taken to camp court under the
honorable "Judge" President Nicholson. But, this too
proved to be just part of the entertainment. Needless
to say, watching out for unsuspected pranks kept
everyone on their toes.

Thursday evening put the finishing touch on this
year's Girl's Camp Superchallenge with a fireside
testimony meeting. The testimonies shared were very
sincere and beautiful as many of the girls and Teaders
bore testimony to the truthfulness of the Gospel and
the mission of the Savior Jesus Christ. And it was
here where we learned that the many months of
planning, preparation, hard work and all the
experiences of camp were really worth it. Thank you
girls and Tleaders for helping to make Camp
Superchallenge a success.
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by Ann Nicholson
First Counselor, Stake Relief Society

We are happy to announce that the following
sisters have been called to positions on the Stake
Relief Society Board:

Helen Whiddon - Compassionate Service
Shirley E11is - Nursery
Jeanne Fordham - Music/Recreation

With these positions filled, we are now fully
staffed, and hope to serve you better.

The liaison program, in which each board member
is assigned one wunit to visit monthly, is set up and
functioning. These visits are such a pleasure, as we
get to know you better, and can be in touch more
often.

With summer over, ward and branch conferences
have resumed. We enjoy so much being able to take
part in these as a board. We appreciate the Tove and
hospitality shown us as we participate in your
conferences. Most of all, we enjoy just being with
you.

Our board has been busy setting up the Stake
Relief Society calendar for 1986. We have several big
events planned: a homemaking fair, single women's
conference and a musical mini-play. We are excited
about it and look forward to a great year.

Our annual Leadership Training Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Oct. 29 from 7 to 9 p.m. Relief
Society presidencies, secretaries, homemaking leaders
and mini-class chairmen are invited to attend. Please
plan now to be there.

‘e want you to know of the love we have for the
sisters in the stake. We are mindful of your needs
and pray for you often.

Priesthood Preview

by Cleo Miller &
Nadine Gairns

Stake Primary
President & Secretary

It's exciting for young boys to think about
someday holding the priesthood. Many wonder just what
it will be Tike. The time for them to find out is
fast-approaching. The Priesthood Preview is a program
designed to strengthen each Blazer boy's comnitment to
preparing himself to receive the priesthood.

During the second week in November a special
Priesthood Preview is to be held for all 1ll-year-old
boys. This is a special night with activities both
fun and serious planned for the boys, their dads, and
their Blazer and priesthood leaders. A nice meal will
be served and a deeper understanding of just what it
means to hold the priesthood will be gained.

Last year's events focused attention on the
Christlike qualities that the boys are developing.
Other activities consisted of inspirational talks,
educational games, and motivational activities. The
boys also enjoyed a filmstrip "A Boy and the Power of
God."

Special moments will be shared by Dad and son.
Every 1ll-year-old boy and his dad or home teacher
should come away feeling closer to each other and more
thankful for the privilege of holding the priesthood.

New Primary Presidency

Cleo Miller, Nadine Gairns

Many of wus have already had an opportunity to
meet some of the members of the new stake Primary
presidency as thay have begun visiting wards and
branches in the stake.

Cleo Miller 1is a native of Nor*th Florida; she
and her husband joined the Church several years ago.
A former schoolteacher, she is a full-time homemaker
and has served as ward Primary president, Primary
nursery coordinator and Junior Sunday  School
Coordinator. She has  four children: John, 12;
Michael, 9; Benjy, 6; and Joseph, 2.

Her first counselor is Candy Settles, who is
employed as an executive secretary. For many years she
has served in the Primary organization in the Church,
and most recently as a Primary nursery coordinator.
She is the mother of two children: Sonja, 14; and
Phillip, 5.

The second counselor is Pat Smith, a full-time
homemaker who was raised in Bartow Florida. Her
parents were converts and she graduated from BYU. Pat
has also served in a ward Primary presidency. Her
children are Michael, 7; Megan, 5; Alison, 2; and a
baby on the way.

The Primary secretary is Nadine Gairns, who was
also the secretary in the previous stake Primary
presidency and brings with her a wealth of experience,
including teaching in Primary. She is employed full-
time as an office manager and has three children:
Melissa, 18; Michelle, 14; and John, 12.

Sister Miller suns up the goals of the stake
Primary this way: "We want to ensure that all the

children know that they're special to Heavenly Father,
and he Toves them just the way they are."

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members who were baptized
in our stake during August:

Apalachicola: Asa Tingle

Cairo: Debra Harden, Dawn and Zandra Snipes
Crawfordville: Brian Byrd

Monticello: George Snelgrove

Moultrie: Angeline Cribb, Amanda Temple
Tallahassee II: Armgrad and Ralph Valencia
Tallahassee III: Richard Davis

Tallahassee Student: Michael Flynn

Valdosta: Dale McCombs


















